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SUBJECT: PSI SECRETARY CRAXI GIVES ANDREOTTI GOVERNMENT 
BREATHING ROOM 

1 . THE PSI WILL BE THE FIRST OF THE ITALIAN PARTIES TO RECOMMENCE 
WORK AFTER THE SUMMER RECESS. THE INTERVIEW WHICH VACATIONING 
PARTY SECRETARY BETTINO CRAXI GRANTED TO THE TUNISIAN DAILY 
L'ACTION SHOULD BE SEEN AS PREPARATORY TO THE SEPT. 3 PSI DIRECT- 
ORATE MEETING. 

2. CRAXI CLEARLY INDICATED THAT HE SEES THE CURRENT GOVERNMENT 
AS ONE OF TRANSITION-IT WILL LAST NEITHER ONLY 100 DAYS NOR 

AS LONG AS FIVE YEARS. IN A RESPONSIBLE TONE, HOWEVER, HE 
PROMISED THAT, BARRING GRAVE ERRORS OR PROVOCATIONS BY THE 
GOVERNMENT, THE PSI WILL NOT CALL FOR CHANGE UNLESS IT HAS A 
CLEAR AND CONCRETE IDEA OF A NEW FORMULA. 

3. MANY SOCIALISTS CONCEDE THEY WERE PUNISHED BY THE ELECTORATE 
FOR HAVING, UNDER FORMER PARTY SECRETARY DEMARTIOO, PLUNGED 
ITALY INTO A "CRISIS IN THE DARK." CRAXI'S STATEMENT THUS MAY 
REASSURE THE PSI FAITHFUL AS WELL AS PM ANDREOTTI. 
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4. ELSEWHERE IN THE INTERVIEW, CRAXI MAKES CLEAR HIS COMMITMENT 
TO THE REFORMIST AND LIBERAL BASIS OF SOCIALISM. HE FORESEES 
SOCIALIST-COMMUNIST COOPERATION ONLY ON THE LATTER BASIS AND 
EXPLICITLY REJECTS TOTALITARIAN COMMUNISM AS HISTORICALLY 
DEVELOPED. 

5. SUCH STATEMENTS ARE IN CHARACTER WITH CRAXI'S AUTONOMIST 
VIEWS. MORE SURPRISING IS THE VENTILATION OF HIS VIEWS IN SUCH 
CLEAR TERMS SHORTLY BEFORE A PARTY DIRECTORATE MEETING. THE 
REACTION OF THE DIRECTORATE PROMISES TO BE IMPORTANT TO THE DC. 

BEAUDRY 
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